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Preached io the CHAPEL at 


DEAL in KENT, 


On the 11th of Fzzxuary, 1757. 


BEING 


The Day appointed by Proclamation for a general Faſt and Humilia- 
tion before Almighty God, to be obſerved in a moſt devout and 
ſolemn Manner, by ſending up our Prayers and Supplications to 
the Divine Majeſty : 

FOR 


Obtaining Pardon of our Sins, and for averting thoſe heavy Judgments which 
our manifold Provocations have moſt juſtly deſerved ; and imploring his Bleſ- 
ſing and Aſſiſtance on the Arms of his Majeſty by Sea and Land, and for re- 
ſtoring and perpetuating Peace, Safety, and Proſperity to himſelf, and to his 
Kingdoms. 


— 


By VIC OLAS CARTER, D. D. 
Cok Arz of the ſaid CAPETL. 
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NrutMian ix. 28. 


But after they had Reft, they did Evil again before 
thee ; therefore lefteſ# thou them in the Hand of 
their Enemies, ſo that they had the Dominion ever 
them: Yet when they returned and cried unto thee, 
thou beardeſi them from Heaven, and many Times 
.didft thou deliuer them, according to thy Mercies. 


| 4 
| HERE are two ways in which God has threatened to 
apply puniſhments, in order to reclaim ſinners, and 

_ — to EN and to a better life. 
T and moſt important, regards le per- 
ſons, and is to be exactly toned to yy ws. . 
caſe, and the faultineſs of their conduct. It takes place, in 
fome degree, occaſionally in this life; but is to be certainly and 
fully adjuſted in the next. And this perſonal puniſhment, whe- 
ther preſent, or future, or both, is not to be eſcaped by other 
means, than a perſonal reformation ; by each man's renouncing, 
in his own behaviour, whatever is forbidden by God's laws, and by 
embracing and purſuing a new life of virtue, and full obedience, 
The unalteruble maxims of the divine government, in this re- 
, are theſe, God will render to every man according 10 his 
s, Rom, ii. 6. Every one of ws ſball giue account of himſelf 
to Ged, ch. xiv. 12. The _ that finneth, it ſball die, Exek. 


xviii. 


fer every work, Ch. iii. 17. 


fe); | 
viii, 4. This is that ferror of the Lord, which is intended 70 


_ perſuade men, 2 Cor. v. 11. both becauſe it is not to be evaded 


by any power, or art, or accident ; and becauſe, in its conſe- 
quences, it will be as laſting, as it will be miſerable. . 

The other way, in which God directs his threatnings, is, to 
bodies of men, united under particular ſyſtems of government, 
and diſtinguiſhed by the names of empires, kingdoms, ſtates, and 
republics. - And theſe bodies politic are capable of experien- 
cing God's diſpleaſure bnly in the preſent time ; becauſe it is in 
the preſent time only, that they ſubſiſt, as ſuch, Hereafter 
2 will be conſidered and treated, not nationally, but ſingly. 

one will be judged worthy of puniſhment, becauſe they were 
of this or that empire, kingdom, or nation; but merely on 
account of their own perſonal offences. On the contrary, in 
the preſent ſtate of things, the righteous are involved in the 
common ſufferings of the wicked ; and the wicked partake of 
the common bleſſings of the righteous. When God is pleaſed 
to exalt a nation by his eſpecial protection and favour, he does 
not uſually debar men, even notoriouſly impious and profligate, 
from a ſhare of the benefits'from thence ariſing ; nor, when he 
thinks fit to ſend national puniſhments, does he uſually exempt 
even the beſt of his ſervants from having a part in them. But 
ſinners have no cauſe to triumph, not good men to be dejected, 
at this manner of the divine government. For as there is to be 
4 future ſtate of exiſtence, in which each perſon will be conſi- 
dered, and treated ſeparately ; the righteous cannot fail of re- 
ceiving there each one ſingly, a proportionate reward; nor will 
the wicked be able to eſcape there, each in his own, perſon, a 
condign puniſhment. It is obſervable that Sclomon, though he 
ſeems to complain, that, in the preſent diſtributions of provi- 


. dence, there is one event to the righteous, and to the wicked, Ec- 


cleſ. ix. 2. Yet ſaid in his beart, i.e. was fully convinced, that 
God will Judge the righteous and the wicked; for there is, lays 
he, @ time there, ine. in a future life, for every purpoſe, and 
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There are three more eminent kinds of puniſhments by which 
God chaſtiſes nations, when their aggravated wickedneſs has pro- 


voked his reſentment. Theſe are, ſword, peſtilence, and famine. 


Thus the meſſage of God to David by the prophet Gad was to 
enquire— Shall ſeven years of famine come unto thee, in thy land? 
or wilt thou flee three months before thine enemies, while they purſue 
thee ? or that there be three days peſtilence in thy land? 2 Sam. 
xxiv. 13. | 

Of theſe, the ſword appears to be the moſt dreadful, as the o- 
thers are more immediately the work of God, and this is executed 
by the cruel hands of men. This was the reaſon of David's 
choice, in his reply to the prophet—Ler us fall now into the 
hand of the Lord, (for his mercies are great) and let me not fall 
into the hand of man. v. 14. 

God is abundantly kind and compaſſionate. He doth not afflict 
willingly, nor grieve the children of men, Lam. iii. 33. In wrath 
be remembers mercy, Hab. iii. 2. He turns a favourable eve to 
the humble proſtrations of ſuch as have incenſed him, even by 
the moſt outragious provocations, But man, tyrannical and 
brutal man, ſets no bounds to his ambition and fury. War is the 
favourite inſtrument of advancing his honour, and gratifying his 
rage; and war carries with it the ſum total of horrors, pains, diſ- 
treſſes, miſeries, and woes. 

All war, though immediately cauſed by men, -ought to be 
underſtood, as a judgment, appointed, or permitted, by God, for 
the puniſhment of wickedneſs, I make peace, and create evil; 
T the Lord do all theſe things, Iſa. xlv. 7. For even the beſt na- 
tions are faulty, by not preventing, or reforming public vices 
and impieties, ſo far as they might, and ought to do. And 
therefore theſe, though their provocations are indeed leſs than 
the provocations of others, ought however to believe, that God 
ſuffers them to fall under the calamities of war, for their chaſtiſe- 
ment, and to awaken them by it to a better conduct. | 

In a war it may ſometimes happen, that one fide deſerves the 


whole blame of occafioning it, and the other, in that _—_ 


Gs (6) 
is innocent. But even ib this caſe, though the innocent ſhould 
prove victorions, yet; as war is attended with very great and in- 
evitable evils, it is ſtill to be reckohed a divine judgment. If 
then, in the midſt of triumph, nations have reaſon to fear, that 
their conduct is not ſo juſt and pious, as it ought to be; what 
muſt others think of themſelves, whom God permits to fly before 
their enemies, in every day of battle, and e be U /corr and dori- 
fon to thoſe who are round about them ? Pf. xliv. 13. Such reflex- 
tions might be of uſe, if it were remembered at the ſame time 
that the lis of a nation are the fins of ſingle perſons in it, and 
are no otherWiſe to be reformed, than by each perſon's ſtrictly 
examining his own conſcience, and effectually reſolving fully to 
amend whatever he finds amiſs in himſelf. 

In diſpoſing of the events of war, it is not a conſtant method 
of providence to favour thoſe whoſe cauſe, in the quarrel, is the 
moſt righteous. There is a remarkable proof of this, recorded 
in the 2oth chapter of Judges: And, in many inftances, when 
God ſuffered the Mraeliles to fall by the ſword of their enemies, 
it was not becauſe they had not right and Juſtice on their fide, 
but becauſe their ſins deſerved chaſtiſement. 2. 
© Hence a people engaged in war, are not allowed to depend up- 
on God's aſſiſtance, merely becauſe the occaſion of it is juſtly to 
be imputed to the falſhood, iniquity, and ambition of their ad- 
verſaries. For, though theſe are indeed hemous crimes in them, 
which God will by ſome means or other, in a proper time aſ- 
furedly puniſh, yet his way of doing it is, not by cauſing them 
always to be vanquiſhed by thoſe whom they have injured, if 
they, though innocent with regard to the preſent comeſt, are, on 
other accounts, an unprofitable and ſinful people that need cor- 
tection. For war being one of the great plagues, applied by God 
for national chaſtiſement, he directs the iſſues of it to ſerve that 
purpoſechiefly, and not'toſhew-on Which ſide is the betrer cauſe. 

Nor is the eſtabhſhed religion, however preferable in its con- 
ſtitution, a 'ſafficient ground of aſſurance to a nation, that God 
will defend and proſper it againſt enemies, whoſe doctrines and 
man- 


i, > 


manner of worſhip are far leſs pure and acceptable. For ſucceſs 
in war is not always intended by providence, as a merk, to ſhew. 
whether of the contending parties profeſſes the pureſt religion, or 
whether of them is the better people ; but the evils and calami- 
ties of it ought to be eſteemed, unleſs perhaps in ſome very ex- 
traordinary caſes, a ſcourge and a judgment upon all. 

It well deſerves to be remarked, that God was pleaſed to fa- 
vour the arms of Mahommed,and his ſucceſſors, to ſuch an amazing 
extent, that they deſpoiled Chriſtians of many large kingdoms, 
and eſtabliſhed their own worſhip through a great patt of the 


earth, upon ſo ſtrong a bottom, that it has continued immoveable, | 


for more than a thouſand years. But we ought by no means to in- 
fer from thence, that Mabommedaniſm is a religion more agrecable 
taGad,thanChriſtiagity. The ſucceſs of Mabommed is more proba- 
bly to be aſcribed to another cauſe. The Chriſtian church, 
throughout the eaſt, and in many parts of the weſt, was ſnamefully 
torn in pieces, by hereſies, ſchiſms, animoſities, and perſecutions, 
accompanied with groſs licentiouſneſs, and corruption of manners. 
Mahommed was a ſcourge, in the hand of God, tochaſtize, and even 
to exterminate wicked Chriſtians. And the extent, increaſe, and 
power of Mahbommedan/meventothis day, ſeemto be permitted by 
God, as a ſtanding judgment upon. theChriſtian world, for the he- 
reſies, ſuperſtitions, cruelties, perfidiouſneſs,debaucheries, unrigh- 
teous, and impious practices, whichevery whereopenlyabound in it. 
After theſe general remarks, let us turn our thoughts to points 
which more nearly regard ourſelves. We are afflicted by a dan- 
gerous and ve war. It is not the province of a preacher 
to.enquire whether we or our enemies have the juſter cauſe ; 
And it may be truly ſaid of moſt others who are forward 
in ſpeaking their opinion, that they are not ſufficiently 
acquainted with numerous facts and circumſtances, nece(- 
ſary to be well known, before a proper judgment, in 
the caſe, can be formed. This matter therefare we muſt 
refer to our governors, of whom we ſhould always be wil- 
ling to think, that they would not cauſe the —_— 
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ſword to be let looſe, without inevitable as well as juſtifiable oc- 
4 caſions. But our direct buſineſs is to confider, that war, whe- 
| ther juſt or otherwiſe, is a token of God's diſpleaſure, on account 
N | of our fins ; and that the immediate concern of every one of us, is 
: 


to look well into our own behaviour,and reſolve to reform what- 
ver we perceive to be wrong in that. Let our cauſe be as right 
| as can be wiſhed, yet this is a truth of which there is too glaring 
| | proof, that we are an unprofitable and ſinful people; and there- 
fore we need look no farther to diſcover the reaſon of our preſent 
diſtreſſes. But to be more particular: 
The more immediate inſtruments by which our war is carri- 
ed on, are the army, and the navy. . What ſmall ſucceſs we 
have hitherto had from either of theſe is too well known ; and 
when it is conſidered how deeply they are both corrupted in 
their manners, I fear no better ought to be expected from them. 
Wiſdom, and true courage, are not the offfpring of wickedneſs ; 
and without wiſdom, and true courage, arms are employed in vain: 
How can leaders, whoſe thoughts are habitually turned to drin- 
ing, gaming, debauchery, and idle diverſions, be expected to un- 
derſtand their employments ? How can they be able either to pe- 
netrate into the defigns of their enemies, or to form proper ſchemes 
to counter- act them? How can they plan operations of deep 
deſign, and grand importance, when their minds are perpetually 
bent upon ſuch mean objects, and bent too in a manner, which 
prevents all ſerious attention to the buſineſs of their profeſſion? 
As to courage, what has a bad man to inſpire, or ſupport that? 
The preſent life is his all; and therefore he has the ſtrongeſt mo- 
tive to retreat from every danger of loſing it. But a good man 
has a principle, which warms him with reſolution, and animates 
him in the moſt hazardous tryals. Conſcious of his virtue, and 
of the rewards which are to follow it, he fears not to die ; and 
conſequently he will neither ſtand at a diſtance, nor retire 'in the 
hour of battle. | | | | 
Again; greater profaneneſs, and contempt of all religion, and 
decency, cannot well be imagined, than what are every where ſeen 
. ” 1n 
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in the common ſeamen, and foldiers. What ſerious perſon 
can forbear thinking, that Gcd muſt be nightly diſpleaſed with 


ſuch abundant and open wickedneſs ; and that a nation, which 
allows it, can have little grounds to expect his protection? 
A confiderable ſtop might certainly be put to theſe bare-faced 
and enormous impieties, if ſuperiors, each in his reſpective pro- 
vince, would honeſtly and diligently exerciſe the authority which 
the laws have given him for that purpoſe. But ſo far is this 
from bemg the cafe, that the common men are encouraged in 
their vicious and-impious manners, not only by the remiſſneſs, 
but even by the example of their ſuperiors. 

And, indeed, with what face can an officer, either of the army 
or navy, correct his men for fwearing, when he himſelf is as no- 
— and perhaps with greater exceſs, guilty of the ſame 
vice? Or how can he expect that they ſhould conſtantly go to 
places of public rn 3 and not ſlip out from thence, one by 
one, as many of them do, but ſhould ſtay the whole ſervice, and 
behave with decency and attention, if he himſelf hardly ever 
comes there to influence them by his own practiſe? 

But it would be a groſs miſtake to fancy that military men on- 
ly are culpable. Sad corruptions, and impiety are chargeable up- 
on perſons of all ranks, profeſſions, and ſexes, Magiſtrates have 
much to anſwer for, by wilfully neglecting very material parts 
of their office, and by fequently perverting their power, to pro- 
mote their own unrighteous views. Such torrents of profane 
oaths and curſes would not overwhelm us, in every ſtreet, poured 
forth by women and children, as well as men, if magiſtrates, who 
know theſe things, would puniſh offenders, as the law expreſcly 
directs them: And the crying fin of ſelling leſs than weight, 
to the grievous oppreſſion ofthe poor, could Teldom be practiſed, 


if a proper method were taken to diſcover the infamous defraud- 
ers, that they might be fined according to law. gs 9 
ſhould remember, that they will hereafter be called to ju 

not only for their own verſo 


gment, 
onal ſins, but alſo for the fins of _ 
| © | a 
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if they do not conſcientiouſly endeavour to prevent them, as far 
as their authority extends. But, 

Such is our partiality, or blindneſs, that when we hear others, 
eſpecially bodies of men, charged with corruption and impiety, 
we eagerly join in condemning them, and forget what is due to 
ourſelves: Whereas, when their miſconduct is mentioned, and 
we diſapprove and lament it, we ſhould from thence take an oc- 
caſion of looking well at home, to ſee whether the diſpleaſure 
we entertain againſt their faults, might not full as properly be 
applied to our own, Military-men and magiſtrates, however 
blameable, have too juſt ground to retort upon their accuſers— 
He that is without fin among you, let bim firſt caſt a flone. Neg- 
lect of religion, abominable ſwearing, worldly-mindedneſs, de- 
ceitful dealings, pride, ambition, profuſeneſs, debauchery, exceſ- 
five gaming, ſpite, calumny, uncleanneſs, revellings, drunken- 
neſs, and a diſreliſh of whatever is decent, pious, and praiſe-wor- 
thy, are too general to allow men of any denomination to rebuke 
others, without expoſing themſelves to be repaid in kind. 
For once at leaſt, and eſpecially upon this ſolemn day, let us 
recall our thoughts from the too common and pleaſing amuſe- 
ment of prying into, and condemning the vices of others, and 
force them, however reluctant, to the better, though ungrate- 
ful taſk of examining ourſelves. The proper conſequence of 
ſuch examination will be, a ſollicitude to amend each one our 
own miſtakes, and offences ; and when this is done, the wick- 
edneſs of the times, of which we fo juſtly complain, will totally 
be at an end. | 

And a reſolution todo this ſhould be attended with a reſolution 
to call every part of our conduct to view, and to try it thoroughly, 
by the dictates of reaſon, and theclear precepts and declarations 
of holy ſcripture. Theſe are the rules by which all our actions 
are to be examined ; and whatever conſcience witneſles to be a 
deviation from them, muſt be reformed. No excuſes, no pallia- 
tions, no l muſt be admitted. What is confeſſed to be fit 
end right, muſt fairly and fully be done. For to him that łnoweth 
70 
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to do good, and doth it not, to him it is fin. Jam. iv. 17. And we 
cannot be accepted diſciples of Jeſts Chri/?, unleſs we obey the 
will and commands of God, in that plain ſenſe, in which Feſus 
Chriſt has revealed them. iy call ye me Lord, Lord, and do 
not the things which I ſay? Luke vi. 46. 

Let us then conſider, each one of us here preſent——Are we 
guilty of any kind of diſhoneſty, in ourdealings? Do we, in matters 
of commerce, make unjuſt repreſentations, affect unfair conceal- 
ments, or aim at exorbitant gains? Or do we, in other matters, o- 
ver-reach, defraud, or oppreſs, with a view to unrighteous ſelf- 
intereſt ? All ſuch practices are as contrary to the law of nature, as 
they are to the expreſs deſigns and commands of the goſpel. 
Whatſoever ye would that men ſhould do to you, do ye even fo to 
them— Matt. vii. 12, is an unchangeable law of equity, and in- 
forced by the authority of Chriſt. And by the terms of the 
Chriſtian covenant, the unrighteous, extortioners, and all workers 
of iniquity ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God. 

Are we guilty of uncleanneſs? Will not conſcience tell us, that 
we ſhould be extremely diſpleaſed, and unhappy, if that was 
done to our relations, which we do to the relations of others? Are 
we then not condemned by our own evidence? And what ſay the 
ſcriptures? Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefited ; but 
whoremongers and adulterers God will judge. Heb. xiii. 4. Neither 
fornicators nor adulterers ſhall inherit the kingdom of God. 1 Cor. 
vi. 9. 
Uncharitableneſs, as it is oppoſed to univerſal benevolence, is 
another fin of high malignity, no leſs contrary to the principles 
of nature, than to the ſpirit of the goſpel. Good will to all, and 
a readineſs to pleaſe, and ſerve thoſe with whom we converſe, or 
who are within our reach, conſiſtently with other obligations, is 


our duty, intereſt, and glory, as we are ſociable beings of like 


imperfeQions, appetites, and feelings, and all under the ſame ſu- 
preme government. And this duty, thus founded in conſtitution, 
is enforced, in a moſt remarkable and affecting manner, by the 
Chriſtian revelation. . Could we {peak with the fongues of men and 

| | C 2 angels ; 
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angelt; had we? the gift of prophecy, and underſtood all myfteries, 
and all knowlege, and all faith; and ſhould we beſtow all cur goods 
to feed the poor, and give our body to be burned, and have not cbari- 
ty, it would profit us nothing, 1 Cor. xiii, 1, &c. Can we then be 
ſo amazingly blind, as not to diſcern, that the breach of charity, 
to any conſiderable extent, muſt be extremely offenſive to God ? 
And yet how notoriouſly contrary is the practice of many, I fear, 
of molt Chriſtians, to this natural and poſitive duty? Does not e- 
very day afford examples of hatred, ſpite, calumnies, revilings, 
cauſeleſs vexations, affronts, injuries, oppreſſions, and cruelties ? 
And, will it not appear, upon due reflection, unreaſonable to ex- 
pect, that God will interpoſe to help us in our public ſufferings, 
while we deeply provoke him, by vexing, afflicting, and injuring 
one another? With what aſſurance can we aſk of him means of 
national happineſs, dependent upon Vis will and power, when we 
impiouſly violate the common means of mutual peace, and com- 
fort, dependant upon our 6w7 will and power? Unleſs we can be 
perſuaded into a more benevolent temper, greater degrees of na- 
tional affluence and proſperity will, but too probably, be pervert- 
ed into occaſions of our running into greater degrees of variance, 
wranglings, and multiplied kinds of uncharitableneſs. 

But among the various occaſions of ſtrife, and animoſity, none 
is more blame-worthy, than that which is taken from men's dif- 
ferent notions, in points of faith. To make religion, which binds 


us, by the ſtrongeſt ties and motives, to cultivate benevolence, and 


friendſhip, a pretence to juſtify hatred, and perſecution, is a ſhock- 
ing abſurdity: And for zealots to vaunt of the orthodoxy of their 
faith, and from thence to fancy, that they do Gad ſervice, by hating 
and perſecuting others, who differ from them, demonſtrates an 
ignorance and preſumption, as well as a malevolence, which no 
arguments whatever, conſiſtent with reaſon, and ſcripture, can 
ibly excuſe. 77 know not what manner of ſpirit ye are of, 
ke ix. 55. Who art thou, that judgeſt another man's ſervant? 
Rom. Xiv. 4. 
There are many other groſs offences, which might with equal 
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propriety be propoſed, as matter of ſelf-· examination, were there 
time ſufficient to do it, But every one who feels a ſincere diſ- 
poſition towards amendment, will have a ready monitor within, 
to ſhew him at leaſt his greater tranſgreflions, and to warn him 
to forſake them. And to others of reprobate minds, and har- 
dened conſciences, a more exact, and inlarged deſcription of their 
vices will be of no benefit. Theſe, to ſpeak in the language of 
the prophet, have refuſed to receive correction; they bave made 
their faces harder than a rock; they bave refuſed to return, Jer. 
v. 3. And it would be in vainto tell them, that they are charge- 
able with no ſmall ſhare of that public wickedneſs, which pro- 
vokes God to inflict public chaſtiſement. For, if they will not 
be awed by an apprehenſion of perſonal and ſeverer puniſh- 
ment, to be applied hereafter, it is hardly to be ſuppoſed, that 
they will be influenced to change their manners, by ſuffering 
calamities, common to others, as well as to themſelves at pre- 
ſent. However, their folly and contempt of advice cannot al- 
ter the nature of things, and the determination of God: And 
they certainly are, and ought to be eſteemed no leſs enemies to 
their country, than they are to themſelves; nor can any thing, 
but a total change in their conduct, fave them from the wrath 
ro Come. | 

But there is a ſin, which, as it ſeems to be the moſt gene- 
ral, and is, in a certata ſenſe, an encouragement to all others, 
may well be ſuppoſed to be the chief occaſion of God's diſ- 
pleaſure; and that is a diſreliſh of religion. Multitudes ſpend 
their time in ſuch a perpetual round of follies and vices, that 
it is impoſſible, ſerious thoughts of God, and of their duty to 
him, ſhould ever be admitted in their mind, to any good pur- 
poſe. Of others, who carry an appearance of religion, many 
are vile hypocrites, and more place it in uſeleſs ſpeculation and 
ceremony. Few therefore remain, who come to God in the 
ay of his commandments, and worſl1p bim in ſpirit and in truth, 
True piety conſiſts in a deſire to pleaſe God, and a readineſs to 


| obey him, The motives to this, are a quick ſenſe of his con- 
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ſtant preſence, and everlaſting dominion, with a full perſuaſion 


that he will reward every man according to bis works, Mat. xvi. 


27. Whoever properly cheriſhes theſe principles, will always 
be deſirous, as well as able, to refiſt temptations. The allure- 
ments of forbidden pleafures, uprighteous gains, or unjuſt do- 
minion, can make little impreſſion upon one who remembers, 
that it is the certain ground - of his eternal happineſs, no leſs 
than it is his duty — To fear God, and keep his commandments. 
Nor can fuch a perſon fall into the inexcuſable, though com- 
mon miſtake of imagining, that faith, and a punctual obſerva- 
tion of ceremonial inſtitutions, will recommend us to the divine 
favour, while we wilfully tranſgreſs the more important laws 
of juſtice, charity, truth, ſobriety, and holineſs. . 

Such only as live under a conſtant ſenſe of God's ſovereignty 
and goodneſs, and reſolve in every occurrence of life, to follow 
his directions, are truly religious. And theſe approach the throne 
of grace, in ſecret prayer, with an aſſurance and comfort, to 
which others muſt needs be ſtrangers. For their conſcience is 
to them a faithful witneſs, that Thy aſk for aſſiſtance, with a 
ſincere deſire to be enabled to perfect holineſs in the fear of God: 
Whatſoever wwe aſk, ſays an apoſtle, we receive of God, becauſe we 
keep his commandments, and do thoſe things which are pleaſing in his 

fight. 1. Jobn iii. 22. But whoever perſiſts in wilful ſin, he is 
cither afraid to pray at all, or moſt abſurdly deceives himſclf, if 
he hopes that his prayers are acceptable to God. For we know 
that God beareth not ſinners ; but if any man be a worſhipper of 
God, and doth bis will, him he hefireth. John ix. 3 1. 

Such ought to be the life of each perſon, and by ſuch a life, 
in each perſon, is a public reformation to be accompliſhed. A 
public reformation is the only probable means of prevailing with 
God, who rulethin the kingdom of men, to remove public calami- 
ties. When the1ſrae/ites cried unto him in their diſtreſs, and hum- 
bled themſelves by a national and thorough repentance, he heard 
them from heaven, and many times did be deliver them, according 
to his mercies. And, upon no other ground are we allowed to 


hope 
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hope, that God will be intreated for our land, and free us from 
the miſeries of want, as well as of war, the preſent manifeſt tokens 
of his wrath againſt us, for our multiplied fins and impieties. 
Me have reaſons to reflect how miſerable our condition will 
be, ſhould God, in his righteous judgment, add following years 
of greater ſcarcity, than the laſt, to the increaſing burdens, and 
afflictions of war. Our iniquities deſerve this, and more; ſhall 
we not then be perſuaded to forſake them ? 
Let us not vainly imagine, that the going through the ſo- 
lemnity of this day, with an exact appearance of devotion, will 
purchaſe the divine favour, if we make it not an occaſion, and 
the beginning of a better life. 

Let us remember too, that by how much clearer light we 
are favoured with, by ſo much greater will our guilt be, if we 
refuſe to be guided by it : and fo far ought we to be from ex- 
pecting, that God will take part with us againſt our enemies, 
becauſe we profeſs a purer religion than they do, that this cir- 
cumſtance ſhould be to us a ground of diſtruſt, and terror. 
Becauſe we are /ght in the Lord, thetefore are we obliged to 
walk as children of light, proving what 1s acceptable to the Lord. 
Eph. v. 8, 10. But if we preſumptuouſly omit this, we have 
reaſon to fear that God will confound our pride, and revenge 
our unprofitableneſs, by cauſing thoſe to be the inſtruments of 
our puniſhment, whom, though we excel in knowledge, we 
equal, if not exceed, in wickedneſs. 

Nor ſhould we, in reflectiug upon our loſſes, and diſappoint- 
ment, aſcribe the cauſe of them ſo much to the inabilities of 
miniſters, as to the fins of the nation ; always keeping in mind, 
that the fins of the nation, are the fins of individuals; and that 
there is no other method of reforming them, but by reform- 
ing ourſelves. And it will ever be more beneficial to ſingle 
perſons, as well as to the community; and a ſurer way of pa- 
cifying God's diſpleaſure againſt the whole, to correct private 
vices, than to cenſure public meaſures. | 


I will conclude, with reciting ſeveral paſſages of ſcripture D 
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Iſrael! every one according to 
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of which, I hope, every hearer will make a proper applica- 
tion to himſelf. 

Me lie down in our ſhame, and our confuſion covereth us : for 
we have ſinned againſt the Lord aur God, we and our fathers, 
From our youth even unte this day, and baue not obeyed the voice 
of the Lord our Gad, Jer. iii. 25. O Jeruſulem! waſh thine 
heart from waickednefs, that thou mayeſt be ſaved. How long bali 
thy vain thoughts lodge within thee ? ch. iv. 14. Thy ways and 
thy doings bave procured theſe things unto thee, ver. 18. Thine 
own Oe ſhall correct thee, and thy back 2 all re- 
prove thee + know therefore and fee, that it is an oo eh r 5 
bitter, that thou haſt forſaken the Lord thy God, and a 
fear is not iu thee, ſaith the Lord God of hoſts, ch. ii. 1 For 
them that honour me, I will hanour, and they that deſpiſe me, 
ſhall be lightly eſteemed. 1 Sam ii. 3. Therefore have I made 
you contemptible and baſe before all people, according as ye have 
net kept my ways. —— 1 will judge you, 0 l of 

ane, faith She Lord God. Re- 

t, and turn foes from all tranſgreſſrons, fo iniquity. 
Fall not be * Caft 3 — 2 your 
fions, whereby ye have tranſgreſſed, and make you. a new beart, 
aud a new ſpirit ; for why ye die, , Une" Bank, 


The Grace of cur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the love of God, Te 
the e 4 the Holy Ghoft, be with us all evermore, , 
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